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CHILDREN’S WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [2.06 pm]: I rise to inform the house that 
this week is Children’s Week 2021. On Sunday, I had the pleasure of attending the family fun day at Whiteman Park 
to officially launch Children’s Week. This week is dedicated to celebrating children and recognises the rights of 
the child as proclaimed by the United Nations in 1954. Meerilinga has been the proud convener of Children’s Week 
in Western Australia since 1985, the first year it was celebrated in Australia. This year’s theme, “Create, play, connect”, 
focuses on strengthening children’s sense of belonging and connecting with family, community and country. 
Meerilinga has a long history of putting children’s needs first and raising the status of children in Western Australia, 
and the Department of Communities is a proud sponsor of Children’s Week. 

This week is an important campaign that champions the right for all children to be able to enjoy a full, happy and safe 
childhood. The event on Sunday saw cuddly animals, nature play and lots of opportunities for parents and children 
to access educational resources, and it was an opportunity for me to road-test my jokes for kids. Although I may have 
some work to do on my children stand-up comedy skills, I commend Meerilinga and the entire team for their ongoing 
commitment to Western Australia’s kids and parents. I would like to pay special tribute to Fairy Queen Caroline 
at Meerilinga who has been an MC at the event for some 15 years, and who really gives the event wings. There 
are countless events running this week for Children’s Week and I encourage members to get involved. When we 
invest in children, we invest in our future, and I am proud to be part of a government that continues to put the welfare 
and wellbeing of children first. 
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